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Prayer List: Restoring All Things in Christ Ron Owens
Gladys Harvey,
Milt Hayes,

1 was unable to return to sleep a couple of weeks ago. | was halfway dreaming a story

Winifred and William told by Chuck Colson in his book The Good Life. In the book, he summarizes the story of

V\{ashington, Private Ryan and Captain Miller —. You know: Steven Spielberg’s movie, Saving Private
Dick Dibble, Ryan.—

Eddie Millwood The story starts on D-day, June 6, 1944, with the carnage on Omaha Beach in Normandy.
Beth Kaiser, During that terrible day, the surviving 50% of the landing force break through the German
Winifred (Sister of beachhead defenses and reach relative safety. Captain John W. Miller and seven men are
Kathleen Bancroft) sent by the Army Chief of Staff, General George C. Marshall, to find Private James Ryan
Anna Mears ' and to send him home. All but two of those eight men, including Captain Miller, died.
Octavia Simpson, You see, two of Private Ryan’s brothers were killed on D-Day, and one was killed on New
Lorraine and Herb Guinea in the Pacific. General Marshall thought that three sons were enough for any
FialhE e mother to contribute to the war. He wanted Private James Ryan out of there.

Jen Bucklér Captain Miller and his men found Private Ryan, who was dropped behind enemy lines

Debbie and John Sivret with the 101% Airborne. The company he was in was ordered to hold a bridge at all costs.
o When his company commander orders him to leave, Private Ryan refuses. When asked
Military Personnel what his mother should be told when presented with a fourth flag, Private Ryan replies,
Unemployed “You can tell her that when you found me | was with the only brothers | had left. And there
& & was no way | was leaving them. | think she‘d understand that.” Captain Miller and the five
' men remaining from his squad join the fight for the bridge.

= Captain Miller and three of them are dead or dying when U.S. aircraft and tanks arrive and
push the Germans off the bridge. As Captain Miller is dying, he whispers to Private Ryan,
“James, earn this ... earn it.”

* The final scene of the movie finds an old, tired James Ryan leading his family to the
American military cemetery in Normandy. He walks slowly among the many crosses and
% & Jewish stars of David searching for Captain Miller's memorial cross. He finds it and slowly
T sinks to his knees, clearly troubled. His wife comes to his side to comfort him. He pleads
with her, “Tell me that I've led a good life? Tell me that | am a good man.” She doesn't
% & understand why he asks, but seeing the anguish in him, she feels compelled to answer
( and says, “You are.”

The question James Ryan was asking his wife that she couldn’t understand: Did I live up
$ to the sacrifice of Captain Miller and his men? Did | live a good life? Am | a good man?
Did | earn it? Despite his wife’s assurances, he wonders how any life, no matter how well
lived, could be worthy of those men'’s sacrifice. He knows that his life is a gift, restored to
him by the sacrifice of Captain Miller and his men.

How does this tie into “Restoring All Things in Christ™? Isn’t that all we can do? To live a

# good life! To live a Christian life! So a compelling question for me as | pondered this
story: Am | living a life worthy of the sacrifice Jesus made? My answer so far has been
no, but I'll try to do better. And with those words, I'll try to do better, | am forgiven. God
restores me. And God restores you. God restores all things. And He does it over and
over again.

“If sacrifice can be repaid at all, it can be done only by sacrifice” — Chuck Colson

Note: This is from a talk made by Ron Owens at the Stewardship Dinner on Nov. 8. Itis
continued on page 11. Some edits were made in order to prepare for publication.



Children’s Chapel and Christmas Eve Schedule ofeévices
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On a personal note, you all know that | took on@méldren's Chapel Rotation Schedule last Janudnyas thrilled
to help with this duty and will now be passing bis tesponsibility to Ellen Mintzmyer starting iarLiary. | am
about to embark upon 80 hours of Professional Lieayinits to renew my teaching certificate! Yowdall been
wonderful Leaders and | have enjoyed getting toakewveryone! Thank you for your flexibility ancetess efforts
to help with the religious instruction of our youaigildren. Please let Ellen know your conflictslamishes begin-
ning in January.

A Huge Thank you to Julie for stepping up and tgkims position as co-coordinator. She has dogeeat job and
brought a really solid base to the program. Jidi@lso a member of our Pre-School Board and doeatgvork
there as well. Thank you for all you do!

" 9 _ Our Children’s Christmas Service will beaB0 on Christmas Eve
£5 oy g - We will have a nursery. The children’s pageantaurite direction of Chil-
Jk ¢ dren’s Ministry Director Ellen Mintzmyer will be éhservice of the word and

) the sermon. Communion and Christmas Carols witiglete this wonderful
ﬂ; 7 time together. There will be a brief receptioreaftith a birthday cake for
. Jesus.
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Candlelight Christmas Eve
f ; Service: 10:30 PM- (Through the years, we have found that 10:30 PM svbdst for our con-

- : gregation rather than a later servjce
FCOCTT™  Bring family and friends for this joyous celebratiof the Christ-Mass. Special musi

and full choir. Reception follows.
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How do you handle adversity? Kim Hagan

Earlier this year | lost my job of ten years, anf@wa months ago my mother was diagnosed with small
cell lung cancer, a very aggressive inoperable tffmncer. This has been a difficult year foaatvnum-
ber of people with the economy, turbulent weathad military losses, it will be a time that depistsne of
our greatest losses. How did you handle adverddiy®you wallow in self pity, did you strike ougjainst
your enemy, did you pull away from your loved on@ssomething else? | ask that you read on aniele
for yourself what is the best way to handle adwgrgiersonally | chose coffee.

A young woman went to her mother and told her abeulife and how things were so hard for her.
She did not know how she was going to make it aadtad to give up. She was tired of fighting andgstr
gling... It seemed as one problem was solved, aarearose.

Her mother took her to the kitchen. She fillecethpots with water and placed each on a high
fire. Soon the pots came to boil. In the first pheced carrots, in the second she placed eggsndhd last
she placed ground coffee beans. She let themdibaify without saying a word.

In about twenty minutes she turned off the burn8he fished the carrots out and placed them in a
bowl. She pulled the eggs out and placed thembiovd. Then she ladled the coffee out and placedat
bowil.... Turning to her daughter, she asked, ' mellwhat you see.’ '‘Carrots, eggs, and coffeefegilied.

Her mother brought her closer and asked her idlieecarrots. She did and noted that they were so
The mother then asked the daughter to take anreygraak it. After pulling off the shell, she obs=d the
hard boiled egg. Finally, the mother asked thegtitar to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled agatted
its rich aroma. The daughter then asked, 'What daeean, mother?'

Her mother explained that each of these objeddd@ed the same adversity: boiling water. Each
reacted differently. The carrot went in strong,chand unrelenting. However, after being subjetbettie
boiling water, it softened and became weak. Theheghbeen fragile. Its thin outer shell had praeddts
liquid interior, but after sitting through the hoi water, its inside became hardened. The grooffée
beans were unique, however. After they were irbthieng water, they had changed the water.

'Which are you?' she asked her daughter. 'Wheearsitly knocks on your door, how do you respond
Are you a carrot, an egg or a coffee bean? Thirnkis: Which am 1? Am | the carrot that seems rsy,dout
with pain and adversity do | wilt and become sofl fose my strength?

Am | the egg that starts with a malleable heart,dnanges with the heat? Did | have a fluid spirit
but after a death, a breakup, a financial hardgshgpme other trial, have | become hardened affd Btoes
my shell look the same, but on the inside am eb#ind tough with a stiff spirit and hardened Heart

Or am | like the coffee bean? The bean actualanges the hot water, the very circumstance that
brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it relsdlke fragrance and flavor.

If you are like the bean, when things are at tivairst, you get better and change the situationrato
you. When the hour is the darkest and trials ag#& tireatest do you elevate yourself to anothezl®etdow
do you handle adversity? So, let me ask youyauwea carrot, an egg or a coffee bean?

The brightest future will always be based on gdtten past; you can't go forward in life until you
let go of your past failures and heartaches.

NJ




Youth News

lappenmgs

From left to right: Taylor Rainwater, Melissa LegmMorgan Wellens Shannon Mulvey, Davianne Cleatlecy Polemitis,
Meghan Rainwater, Lauren Smith, Ryan Moran, anchiNilulvey.

b December Youth Events
.0,
12848 Dec 6th Junior DYC
Dec 13th Clay project with MaryJo
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Dec 20th Progressive dinner
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Youth News

Youth from Across the Diocese at Happening 52 anCMikell. We were well represented!!!

Friendships that formed BlappeningandNew Beginningsontinued here at CEC on
Sunday Night, November 22 as 35 youth and seveltsachme for dinner and Euchg
rist. The youth call the service “Christ Night iV They put together the power
point slides for the service and the music. Credback-splashes make the experier|ce
unique! Our youth also provided great music witkit own band and lead singers.
On this night, Ryan Moran did the homily and it vgeat! Pastor Doris joined Norn
Mulvey to do their part which was mostly to suppbe youth.

—

And a hugeshout outo Mike Moran for getting all the sound equipmesitsp and broken
down.




The School at Christ Church rih Wynn

0 !

The children at The School at Christ Church arenieg about having
thankful and generous hearts this season. Eachimgochildren arrive
with coins clenched in their tiny fists. They am®ud to show you the
shiny jingly assortment of change they scroungedraat to find to bring
in to share with children they have heard storlesuafrom their teachers
The money collected will be donated to the NotHaug Nets program to
purchase life saving nets to protect families inids from malaria carry-
ing mosquitoes. The nets cover the beds whiléamdlies sleep and they
are also specially treated with pesticide to kilsguitoes that visit the
nets. We brought in decorative bed netting t@ ghe children an idea
what these nets may be like. The children loeeidlea that a beautiful
floatie net can save lives! We have been prayongtfe children receiv-
ing the gifts and we are all thankful that we h&we opportunity to share.
What an awesome way to move into this season aigjiviFor more in-
formation or to donate to this program gd\lothingButNets.net

&
&

We will have ourChristmas Pageant Tiptoe to Bethleherron Wednesday December™
11:00, then a reception will follow for the famsien the Parish Hall.

Merry Christmas from The School at Christ Church!




Food 101 Marie Clark

When asked at the October ECW meeting if | coulthsit a recipe for the next newsletter, | said,
“Sure.” This did not sound too difficult until Baara said | should also have a story ready. st
pes are handed down from grandmother to mothem,tthas. However, this recipe was “handed up”,
that is from my favorite daughter, Dawn, to me sd&lthose of you who know me well, know that | am
not the world’s best cook. My method of cookingisple and easy with not too many ingredients.
This recipe is both and everyone in my family esjegting them.

Barbeque Sandwiches
1Lb. thinly sliced, cooked pork or brownedgnd beef (we all use beef)

1 1/2 C barbeque sauce
4 large hamburger buns

Sauce:
1 medium onion chopped Y% C sherry
1 clove garlic, minced or pressed 1 Tispwn sugar
2 Thsp. butter or margarine 1 Tbsp. pregpanustard
¥, C catsup 1 Tbsp. soy sauce

Sauté garlic and onion in butter for 3-4 min. otilusnion is soft, stirring constantly. Add remaig
barbeque sauce ingredients and heat to boilingum®r 5 min. Add ground beef or pork and heat until
warmed. Serves 4. Enjoy.

Vestry News Announcing: Clark for Clerk!!!!

Sr. Warden Stephanie Leeannounced that Marie Clark - the cook - has agtedgcome the Clerk.
Marie will be taking over after the excellent warkDebbie Madagan for the last three years. We we
come Marie to her new post and thank her for adcogphis important position in our parish.

After the Service on Sunday, Nov. 22, the vestry lkddunch for a time with Bishop Alexander. He
spoke about the incredible faithfulness of God'spe even in difficult times, saying that parisihes
ported that their giving was pretty much unchangéte commented that our pledges were coming in
reasonably well, but that the plate was way dowe.reported that in some parishes, people hadn’t
pledged, but made it up in the plate. Overall,gbecontinued to give even though it meant findinga-
tive ways to cut in other areas to have the moaegywve to the church. Moving on, he challengedious
find our “nitch” and discover creative ways to lregent in our community. The bishop shared about
young adult ministries, campus work, and prograngnfiam families with young children. One interest-
ing point he made was that young adults tend ta Weands on” ministry - whether its environmental g
mission oriented. They seem to prefer traditiamaiship and want to be involved in a “higher good.”
Another point he told us was tBAYA (Diocese ofAtlantaY oungAdults) didn’t want to be defined by
age. They decide if they are young adults; ittiabout married or single of 20 or 30 or whatever.
Good to know.




Annual Meeting and Stewardship

Annual Meeting
December 13 - About 11: 50
Light Lunch Served
Nursery and children activities Provided

Elect Vestry
Next Senior Warden Named
State of the Parish
And as always
Time to let us hear from you and your ideas and drams

LB L 8 e e
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St. Nick’s Stockings
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Upcoming Events

135 46 Seagn

Come and enjoy a new look &hristmas From the Backside.

! We'll take a look at the biblical story of Christetom
- unique starting points, introducing new possitaitof mean-
ing, even for those who are most familiar with @istmas
story. “Miss Ellen,” our Children’s Ministry dir¢ar, will lead
# # '%& the children’s program. Lively fun for the childte

#$ %




Annual Parish Meeting : After 10:30 Service : Deember 13

Is Vestry For YOU!!!

Once a month, nine vestry members, one treasurerglerk, one rector and various guests come
around the table to do the needed business ofdiiehp We start with a gathering “on board” tirmeme type
of prayer and worship and then begin our businessien. Kemper Andersonstarted adding a hospitality
touch by bringing his “picnic basket” of goodies &l of us to enjoy. (thanks to Philippa who duog goodies
for the basket!) The vestry will miss Kemper’'s aimition each month; there are rumblings aboutetting
him leave!!!

Kemper also was vestry person for Music and Litudging a great job renewing our Wed. night worship.

11°}

Bill Buckler has served faithfully for four years - in a romndahas helped lead Outreach to continu
to do good works in the community even though theloved guru and deacon Swiss Britt is greatlyseds
Todd Porter who came back on vestry for a one year term hagddaithfully leading out Stewardship ef-
forts for this year as well as be Junior WardBebbie Madaganis also leaving her term as clerk
(elsewhere).

Cherie Budde (2), Kim Hagan(1), Stephanie Leefhgz Patillo (1), Alan Rainwater(2), and David
Shelton (2), continue on for one or two more yearfdicated.

Each one of these leaders has brought their deipaind love for Christ and Christ Church to de th
work God has called them to do. Their energy,itspiaumor, caring, hard work, creativity, and williness to
“stay the course” has been seen across theseclast n countless ways. Ron Owens has done imdeedi
work as our treasurer, adding his own deep faithkaglief to all he does; his own commitment to fhasish
has led him to give countless hours to keep oanites in check and moving forward.

People marvel at the fun we have at vestry - evéenvdifficult matters come before this group ther
is a spirit of charity and love which allow them t@ork together and seek the best way to do whatt#s& is
that has to be done. There are certainly paristieat have vestries who don’t work so well togeth€hrist
Church is a great exception to that unfortunate agcence and has been each of the years | have bgaur
rector.

(D

Now it comes time to find the next three parisbtyemembers. The canons (law) of the church haye
a basic set of requirements that a person has ¢t tmée on the vestry:

Those qualified for election to the office of VgsMember shall be as follows:

1 Any confirmed communicant in good standing of tlaei$h who is not less than eighteen years of age,
2 Aregular attendant at the services of the Ghurdhe year preceding election,
3 and known by the treasurer to have made anillddlfa stated financial commitment for church sonp

Are you being nudged to be a vestry member and helguide the parish through these next three years?.
If you meet the above requirements and have a teadrve and skill to bring to the table, pleasey/erfully
consider letting Stephanie Lee (sglee2@comcasknety or call her (770-367-9676). Stephanie veike
your interest to the nominating committee. Do kaow someone who you think should be on vestryll Ca
them and ask them if they would let you nominatth By doing this, you can lead your parish tol&aeler-
ship God is seeking us to have. We are excitedtatur future. Come and help build this Lovingl &erv-
ing Community Centered in Christ. Don’t know whastry does? Call any member of the Vestry and ask




Christmas Shopping and Mission. Continued article from page one

Last year, the Smith and Lindler families got aagreurprise on Christmas morning: We got goatems of our
out of town family members gave goats in our naasdbeir Christmas present to us. What a wondgjiftl We
didn't have to wonder if we could use the gift; vyasbout packing it and getting it home. The ataid
grandchildren thought it was great, and we toldnthebout why goats were important. We even weretalget a
picture and show them on the internet. It wasdgoAnd we remember what they gave us! Think abdut
Pastor Doris+

Ay As the holidays begin drawing near, Episcopal &&li Development
{Féﬁiscenai is enabling friends and supporters to honor lovaesowith alternative
~ Rel &'-'-_Deve!ssment gifts that benefit people living in poverty aroutte world. Through the

Gifts for Life Christmas catalggou can:

a hurting worid

Provide hot meals for school children to ensurg tieeeive the necessary nutrition to grow, stay
healthy and do well in their studies.
Help families protect themselves through clean waiel learning about basic hygiene and nutrition).
Supply seeds, tools and training to establish anconity garden that will be a reliable source of
food for residents.
"We're pleased to offer an expanded catalog andestore just in time for the holidays," said Epis
pal Relief & Development President Rob Radtke. Wdtwide range of gifts, people of all ages cap he
others in need. I'm especially excited about ow Geeen Gifts section, which includes opportunities
such as a solar energy system. This system willigeca family with an ongoing power source that's
healthy for both people and the environment.”

Continued from page one: Restoring All things in @rist - Ron Owens - November 8, 2009

“Growing a Loving + Serving Community Centered in Christ” is all about our role in “Restoring all things
in Christ.” How? one way -- How do we participate as partners with God in restoring all things in
Christ? How do we serve?

Worship+Prayer+Work+We give back to God the gifts he gives to us: time, talent and treasure
(income, goods, ourselves)+And we do it by living a Good Life, a Christian life “To live out the
Gospel in all areas of our lives, helping to redeem a fallen world.”

In particular, we partner with God to Restore All Things in Christ by giving a portion of our income. The
Episcopal standard of giving is the tithe, 10%. If you are unable to tithe, give a predetermined percent-
age of your income and perhaps begin a journey toward tithing. Pledge a proportion of your income to
partner with your brother, Jesus, in Restoring All Things in Christ.

In closing | want to leave you with a quote by Nelson Mandela:

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond
measure. It is our light, not our darkness, that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, “Who am | to be
brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?” Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your
playing small doesn’t serve the world. There’s nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people
won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make
manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our
own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we're liberated from

our own fear, our presence automatically &
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Newsletter Submissions-We’re looking for new and exciting informa-
tion to share with our parish. If you would likeegubmit an article, no-
tice, or photo, please subrby the 15th of the monthto Kim Hagan

at: kimhagan2000@yahoo.com. Thank You

Advent Program Wednesdays in December

Look inside for information on Wednesday Night dinrer,
program and worship for the Advent Season

Ingathering Sunday- November 29.

Sunday, November 29is ingathering day for our 2010 Financial Com-
mitment Cards. We will present these and thané& féothese inten-
tions and pray that we may each be able to fuftill goal for the year.

Restoring all things In Chris¢

Please bring or send your card..



